
 
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) 
CALIFORNIA ORGANIC PRODUCTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes  
August 2, 2005 

Sacramento, CA  
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  CDFA REPRESENTATIVES 
Gay Timmons  Rick Jensen 
Richard Krengel  Ray Green 
Larry Hirahara  Nate Dechoretz   
Joseph Hall   
Lauree Bradley  INTERESTED PARTIES 
Timothy O’Keefe  Jake Lewin, (CCOF) 
James Rickert  Troy Aykan, (Hain) 
Deanna Marquart   
Kim Dietz   
Rick Melnicoe   
Karen Klonsky, Voting Alternate 
Myron Cooper 
 
   
ITEM 1:  INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Chairman Joe Hall called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  Introductions were made.  
A quorum was established.  
 
ITEM 2:  APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 9, 2004 MEETING MINUTES 
 
MOTION:  Dick Krengel moved to accept the minutes as submitted.  Myron Cooper 
seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
ITEM 3:  CHAIR REPORT – JOE HALL 
 
Joe voiced concern about the lack of participation on the USDA Advanced Notice of 
Proposed Rule Making (ANPR), concerning the sunset clause on the materials list.  He 
was concerned that if companies did not begin to submit comments then materials 
might be removed from the national list. 
 
His second concern was how the Harvey vs. Johanns lawsuit might affect the organic 
industry.  He felt many of the items used by the industry are required.  Kim Dietz added 
that some individuals are working on reclassifying some synthetics to non-synthetics 
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and defining agricultural products and non-agricultural products.  Kim stated she had a 
copy of a letter for submitting comments to the USDA on the ANPR. 
 
ITEM 4:  VICE CHAIR REPORT 
 
No report at this time. 
 
ITEM 5: CDFA REPORT – RAY GREEN 
 

A. COST SHARE UPDATE 
 

Ray Green reported that the USDA has confirmed they received the request for 
an advance for the cost share program.  The USDA will be electronically 
depositing those funds.  As soon as the funds are received then the approved 
cost share applications will be forwarded for payment. 

 
B. ENFORCEMENT 
 

CDFA and USDA are working together on a couple of investigations.  Ray also 
reported that CDFA will be hiring two additional field staff to increase inspection 
work, assisting administration of the program and train the counties. 
 
The total number of inspections and an over view of the 04/05 year will be 
provided at the next meeting. 
 

C. BUDGET 
 

Ray distributed the 2005/06 proposed budget along with the Fund Condition 
Statement.  The main changes from previous years were the addition of two 
staff and approximately $50,000 intended for chemistry laboratory work. 

 
MOTION: Gay Timmons moved to approve budget as proposed.  Tim O’Keefe 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding the future year’s funding concerns.  Proposed 
shortfalls must be covered by program growth or changes to the funding 
mechanisms must be implemented.  The need to begin a Budget Change 
Proposal (BCP) was discussed. 
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D. NASOP SUMMIT 
 

Ray reported that the National Association of State Organic Programs was 
holding their annual conference in Salinas on January 23-25, 2005.  The Annual 
conference is hosting a North American Summit on organic production and 
marketing.   

 
ITEM 6: DHS REPORT – PAT KENNELLY 
 
Pat Kennelly contacted Ray Green earlier to inform the committee that he would not be 
able to attend today’s meeting.  However, he asked that Ray report the following, “DHS 
has no significant current enforcement activities.  Things are basically quiet within DHS 
and among food processors.” 
 
ITEM 7: MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Gay Timmons voiced concerns that perhaps a NOP regulation change might be 
appropriate.  Gay has had a number of companies that voiced a concern that it was too 
expensive to change certification agents because the labeled product must indicate the 
certifier of record.  A short discussion followed with no action taken. 
 
ITEM 8: JAMES RICKERT: GRAZING ISSUES   
 
James presented a slide presentation from several of their ranches.  The issue is 
controlling noxious weeds on organic farms.  There are problems with treating organic 
rangeland as compared to letting the weeds take over.  A short discussion was held on 
the related issues of “emergency” treatment as compared to “mandated” treatment that 
is not an emergency.  No action was taken. 
 
Jake Lewin from CCOF informed the committee that they would begin to hold a series 
of meetings which would intend to assist in mentoring possible organic farmers.  The 
meetings are expected to begin next spring. 
 
ITEM 9: ADVANCE NOTICE OF PROPOSED REULEMAKING; USDA SUNSET ON 
MATERIALS 
 
Items of discussion were previously reported in the Chair Report within these minutes. 
 
The next meeting is set for October 25, 2005. 
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ITEM 10: ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 

 
_____________________________ 
Ray Green, Supervisor 
California Organic Program 
Inspection and Compliance Branch 
Inspection Services 
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